The present ward blocks also require consideration. Any scheme of building must have regard to the future, because the time is probably not far distant when all the existing ward blocks will have to be replaced by others more in accord with modern medical requirements. They do not forget the efforts which the Governors have made to improve the existing wards in many ways; but the final limit to further improvement of the present buildings must come, even if it have not come already. The modern treatment of disease requires a much more liberal allowance of light, air, and space, in proportion to the number of patients, than was considered to be necessary when the present hospital was so ably planned 100 years ago. It has also been found to be of great advantage to the patients that isolation rooms, day rooms, and other adjuncts should be provided. The modern " ward unit " cannot be evolved from the existing ward buildings.
As a result of the foregoing considerations it becomes evident that the present area of six-and-a-half acres is insufficient for the erection of the whole of the buildings required by St. Bartholomew's Hospital. To cope with this difficulty several alternative plans may be suggested.
1. The acquisition of more adjoining land. 2. The erection of the nurses' Home (which occupies much of the site), as well as of the college, elsewhere.
3. The diminution of the number of beds.
4. The removal of the hospital to another site. Of these alternatives the Medical Council are strongly in favour of the first, which would enable the hospital to be retained in its present position.
As regards the second alternative?namely, the erection of the nurses' home outside the hospital area, as has been done by other London hospitals?the Medical Council believe that although this would not be so satisfactory as obtaining more land, it would nevertheless permit of the retention of the hospital on its present site, It is manifest that it would be desirable to build a nurses' home at the hospital itself if enough land is obtainable, but if it be impossible to build it without seriously diminishing the number of beds, then there is no other proposed new building which could be placed elsewhere with so great advantage, and would at the same time supply more room by its removal than would this. For it must be noted that, as at present designed, the' nurses* home presents a longer frontage in its three blocks than do the three ward blocks for about 600 patients, which will constitute nearly the whole in-patient department, arid may fairly be considered the chief portion of the hospital, to which all other departments should be subservient.
The 
